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GOLF CART SAFETY 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Golf carts (sometimes referred to as industrial 
carts or low-speed vehicles) have become a 
popular form of transportation for many 
different industries, such as law enforcement, 
educational facilities, conventions, sporting 
events, industrial warehouses, and so on. And 
while these vehicles can be easy to drive, 
improper operation or maintenance could 
expose both you and passengers to harm. In 
this lesson, we will cover public road use of golf 
carts, the hazards, and the safe work practices 
associated with these vehicles.  
 
PUBLIC ROADS  
 
Unless otherwise permitted by local or state ordinances and your company’s policies and procedures, golf 
carts should not be driven on public roads. Where they are permitted, carts should not be driven on public 
roads until they have been properly modified to meet local or state ordinance requirements. 
Requirements for golf carts for use on public roads typically include:  

• A valid driver’s license  

• Insurance  

• Seat belts  

• Horn  

• Headlights  

• Turn signals  

• Brake lights  

• Parking brake  

• Windshield  

• Mirrors  

• License plate and/or vehicle identification number (VIN)  

• Slow vehicle sign  
 
If you have questions about public road ordinances and modifications to golf carts for your area, please 
speak with your supervisor.  
 
HAZARDS 
 
When driving a golf cart, you or passengers could 
be exposed to one or more of the following hazards:  

• Having passengers flung out of the vehicle 
when making turns at excessive speeds  

• Tipping or rolling of the vehicle due to driving 
the cart at excessive speeds or exceeding the 
vehicles weight limit  

• Striking pedestrians with the vehicle  

• Striking stationary objects with the vehicle  

• Collisions with other vehicles or carts  

• Fire from the golf cart being improperly charged  
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• Extremities being hurt when they are put outside of the vehicle  

• Slipping or tripping when entering or exiting the cart  
 

SAFE WORK PRACTICES 
 
Before Driving a Golf Cart  
 
Before driving a golf cart, you should do the following:  

• Where applicable, make sure that you have a valid driver’s license.  

• Read the manufacturer-provided owner’s or operator’s manual.  

• Where applicable, become knowledgeable about traffic hand signals.  

• Conduct a pre-trip inspection of your cart in accordance with your company’s policies and 
procedures.  

o Pre-trip inspections typically include:  
▪ Inspecting the body of the vehicle for signs of damage.  
▪ Assuring that the steering wheel is functioning properly.  
▪ Making sure that all lights are functioning properly.  
▪ Checking the tires for damage and proper inflation.  
▪ Checking the battery or fuel levels.  
▪ Making sure that horns are functioning properly.  
▪ Making sure that all safety and warning labels are in good condition and are legible.  

o Report vehicles that do not pass inspection to your supervisor or designated maintenance 
personnel.  

o Recharge or refuel the cart as needed in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions and 
your company’s policies and procedures.  

o Replace safety and warning labels as needed.  

• Check the daily forecast for weather conditions.  

• Make sure that you are dressed appropriately for weather conditions.  

• Where applicable, assure that all loads have been properly secured to the vehicles in accordance 
with the manufacturer’s instructions and your company’s policies and procedures.  

o Do NOT exceed the cart’s manufacturer-specified or recommended weight limit.  

• Make sure that all distractions, such as cell phones, radios, and so have been properly stored in 
accordance with your company’s policies and procedures.  

o Do NOT drive a cart while you are distracted.  
 
When Driving a Golf Cart  
 
When driving a golf cart, you should do the following:  

• Only allow trained and authorized personnel to drive the cart.   
o Do NOT allow anyone underage to drive the vehicle.  

• Do NOT drive a golf cart while under the influence of drugs and/or alcohol.  
o If you are on prescription medication that could affect your ability to drive the cart safely, 

please speak with your supervisor.  

• Where they are provided, always use seat belts.  

• Only carry the number of passengers that there are seats for.  
o Where they are provided, make sure that passengers use seat belts.  

• Assure that everyone within the cart is seated properly before moving the cart.  
o Do NOT allow anyone to stand in or on the back of the cart while it is in motion.  

• Keep all body parts within the cart unless you are using a hand signal.  

• Be aware of your surroundings.  
o Always yield to pedestrians.  
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o Make sure to check behind you before backing up.  

• Where applicable, only drive the cart in designated areas. 

• Obey all traffic laws and signs.  
o Where applicable, use traffic hand signals as necessary.  
o Always practice defensive driving when driving a cart.  
o Do NOT perform any stunts or engage in horseplay when driving a cart.  

• Drive to the weather conditions and terrain.  
o Remember to take turns at slower speeds.  
o Do NOT drive carts in extreme weather conditions, such as heavy rain or snow.  
o Avoid rough terrain whenever possible.  

• Warn passengers before you make a turn to allow them time to prepare themselves and to grab 
handholds.  

• Always stop at blind intersections and proceed with caution.  
o To help alert others to your presence at blind intersections, make sure to sound your horn.  

• Only park the cart in designated areas.  
o After parking the cart, make sure that the parking brake has been engaged or that the vehicle 

has been put into neutral and the keys have been removed from the vehicle to help against 
accidental movement or theft of the vehicle.  

 
Maintenance  
 
Just as with other vehicles that you may drive, golf carts will need regular maintenance to help keep them 
in good condition. Maintenance tasks should only be completed by authorized and trained personnel or 
vendors. Additionally, maintenance should be conducted in accordance with the manufacturer’s 
instructions and in accordance with manufacturer-specified or recommended timetables.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
To conclude, golf carts have become a popular mode of transportation for many industries due to their 
operating speeds and size. However, improper operation or maintenance of these vehicles could expose 
you and passengers to harm. To help minimize the chances of an accident occurring, only trained and 
authorized personnel should drive carts in accordance with your company’s policies and procedures, the 
manufacturer’s instructions, and all local and state laws and regulations. If you have questions about your 
model of golf cart, please speak with your supervisor.  


